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Seattle Nightlife and MusicSeattle Nightlife and Music
AssociationAssociation

 Formed in response to multiple legislativeFormed in response to multiple legislative
proposals at City and State levelproposals at City and State level

 We support the finding of the MayorWe support the finding of the Mayor’’s offices office
that that ““the growth of nightlife establishments hasthe growth of nightlife establishments has
contributed greatly to the economic vitality andcontributed greatly to the economic vitality and
cultural vibrancy of the city, strengtheningcultural vibrancy of the city, strengthening
SeattleSeattle’’s image as a music and entertainments image as a music and entertainment
capital.capital.””



SNMA SupportsSNMA Supports

 Development of appropriate best practices for businesses thatDevelopment of appropriate best practices for businesses that
serve alcoholic beverages after 10:00 pm that reflects the wideserve alcoholic beverages after 10:00 pm that reflects the wide
variety of businesses involvedvariety of businesses involved

 Improvements in public safety and allocation of City resourcesImprovements in public safety and allocation of City resources
to support public safety during the hours of 10:00 pm and 3:00to support public safety during the hours of 10:00 pm and 3:00
amam

 Development of a comprehensive plan for addressing frictionDevelopment of a comprehensive plan for addressing friction
arising from increased urban densityarising from increased urban density

 Creation of a forum and mechanism for resolving conflictsCreation of a forum and mechanism for resolving conflicts
between business patrons and residentsbetween business patrons and residents

 Increased enforcement of existing lawsIncreased enforcement of existing laws



Nightlife Premises are a valuableNightlife Premises are a valuable
City assetCity asset

 With a few exceptional incidents, Nightlife PremisesWith a few exceptional incidents, Nightlife Premises
make our streets safer than if there was no businessmake our streets safer than if there was no business
after 10pmafter 10pm

 Nightlife improves the quality of life in Seattle and isNightlife improves the quality of life in Seattle and is
critical in our ability to attract and retain the highlycritical in our ability to attract and retain the highly
educated workforce needed to support our Cityeducated workforce needed to support our City’’ss
growthgrowth

 Nightlife businesses contribute substantially to theNightlife businesses contribute substantially to the
economic vitality of the Cityeconomic vitality of the City



Nightlife Businesses Are HighlyNightlife Businesses Are Highly
RegulatedRegulated

 Contrary to many statements over the past month, Nightlife Premises are subject toContrary to many statements over the past month, Nightlife Premises are subject to
regulation at all levels of government and by othersregulation at all levels of government and by others

 Some of the main regulators are:Some of the main regulators are:
 Federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and FirearmsFederal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms
 StateState

 Liquor Control BoardLiquor Control Board
 Labor and IndustriesLabor and Industries
 Employment SecurityEmployment Security

 County Health DeptCounty Health Dept
 CityCity

 Joint Assessment TeamJoint Assessment Team
 Admission TaxAdmission Tax
 Department of Planning and DevelopmentDepartment of Planning and Development
 Fire DeptFire Dept
 Police DeptPolice Dept

 Others include BMI, ASCAP, SEASACOthers include BMI, ASCAP, SEASAC



Highly Taxed and Highly RegulatedHighly Taxed and Highly Regulated
but not Supportedbut not Supported

 City quashed State law which the WA Liquor ControlCity quashed State law which the WA Liquor Control
Board proposed Board proposed and SNMA supportedand SNMA supported which would which would
have added nightlife specific liquor enforcementhave added nightlife specific liquor enforcement
officers in Seattleofficers in Seattle

 City has told us that they will not allocate more policeCity has told us that they will not allocate more police
officers to areas that are active in the eveningsofficers to areas that are active in the evenings

 City will not permit nightlife premises to hire off-dutyCity will not permit nightlife premises to hire off-duty
police officers at their own costpolice officers at their own cost

 City rejected reasonable proposals from the Task forceCity rejected reasonable proposals from the Task force
for reducing conflict between residents and businessesfor reducing conflict between residents and businesses



Seattle Nightlife OrdinanceSeattle Nightlife Ordinance

 Dramatically and harshly increases regulation without anyDramatically and harshly increases regulation without any
increase in supportincrease in support
 Most onerous regulation in the countryMost onerous regulation in the country
 Allows businesses to be shut down minor infractions which is subject toAllows businesses to be shut down minor infractions which is subject to

abuseabuse
 Sets businesses up for failure and presents that as a Sets businesses up for failure and presents that as a ““solutionsolution””
 ““but we wonbut we won’’t go after the good operatorst go after the good operators”” is not an acceptable way to is not an acceptable way to

write lawswrite laws
 Does not address the most common points of friction betweenDoes not address the most common points of friction between

business patrons and residentsbusiness patrons and residents
 Ignores the complexities of the issues involvedIgnores the complexities of the issues involved
 Blames nightlife businesses for all problems arising from urbanBlames nightlife businesses for all problems arising from urban

density and attempts to solve by eliminating nightlife businessesdensity and attempts to solve by eliminating nightlife businesses
 Is Bad PolicyIs Bad Policy



Dramatically and Harshly IncreasesDramatically and Harshly Increases
RegulationRegulation

 We have expanded the work started by CentralWe have expanded the work started by Central
Staff and compared the specifics of the MayorStaff and compared the specifics of the Mayor’’ss
proposed ordinance to highlight the problemsproposed ordinance to highlight the problems
with the proposed with the proposed ““big stickbig stick”” regulation regulation



Nightlife LicensingNightlife Licensing
Other JurisdictionsOther Jurisdictions

YesYes

YesYes

YesYes

SeattleSeattle

NONONONONONONONONONODirector can force aDirector can force a
licensee to stoplicensee to stop
promoting hip hoppromoting hip hop
or other styles ofor other styles of
music?music?

NONONONONONONONONONODirector can forceDirector can force
nightlife businessesnightlife businesses
to adopt newto adopt new
building codes eachbuilding codes each
year?year?

NoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoRevocation ofRevocation of
license for 3 minorlicense for 3 minor
health codehealth code
violations in 24violations in 24
months?months?

SanSan
FranciscoFrancisco

PortlandPortlandNew YorkNew YorkMinneapolisMinneapolisAustinAustin



Nightlife LicensingNightlife Licensing
Other JurisdictionsOther Jurisdictions

NONONONONONONONONONOYesYesRequire businessesRequire businesses
to police publicto police public
areas outside theareas outside the
premises?premises?

NONONONONONONONONONOYesYesRevocation ofRevocation of
license if twolicense if two
violent street crimesviolent street crimes
occur within 50 feetoccur within 50 feet
of Premises duringof Premises during
a 2 year period evena 2 year period even
though perpetratorthough perpetrator
was not a patron ofwas not a patron of
the Premises butthe Premises but
was over 21 years ofwas over 21 years of
age?age?

SanSan
FranciscoFrancisco

PortlandPortlandNewNew
YorkYork

MinneapolisMinneapolisAustinAustinSeattleSeattle



Does Not Address Main Points ofDoes Not Address Main Points of
TensionTension

 Most often repeated complaint:  People noise at pushMost often repeated complaint:  People noise at push
outout

 Not addressed and will not fix noise from motorsNot addressed and will not fix noise from motors
revving, car stereos, yellingrevving, car stereos, yelling

 Task force suggestions:Task force suggestions:
 Increase police presence as a deterrentIncrease police presence as a deterrent
 Signs (like in NY) reminding patrons that people live in theSigns (like in NY) reminding patrons that people live in the

areaarea
 Ticket persons who make excessive noise inside City LimitsTicket persons who make excessive noise inside City Limits

between the hours of 10pm and 6ambetween the hours of 10pm and 6am
 Implement a program for educating patrons about noiseImplement a program for educating patrons about noise

issues and need for restraint when leaving a Nightlife Premiseissues and need for restraint when leaving a Nightlife Premise
 Make Make SPDSPD’’ss security training program mandatory security training program mandatory



Is Bad PolicyIs Bad Policy

 Will decrease safety on our streets as businesses closeWill decrease safety on our streets as businesses close
downdown

 Will force businesses to have a short-term outlookWill force businesses to have a short-term outlook
rather than being a long-term member of therather than being a long-term member of the
communitycommunity

 Will harm the music industry.  Will harm the music industry.  ““GoodGood”” clubs will close clubs will close
down and musicians will move to other citiesdown and musicians will move to other cities

 Will eliminate many of the other Will eliminate many of the other ““amenitiesamenities”” that make that make
the City attractive to the the City attractive to the ““creative classcreative class””

 See Nov 24 NY Times handoutSee Nov 24 NY Times handout



Better Approach is a ComprehensiveBetter Approach is a Comprehensive
ApproachApproach

 Surprising number of things that residents, businesses and developers agreedSurprising number of things that residents, businesses and developers agreed
upon in the task force:upon in the task force:
 More police supportMore police support
 More enforcement of existing lawsMore enforcement of existing laws
 Increased monitoring, mentoring and trainingIncreased monitoring, mentoring and training
 Need for a real nightlife commission with real powers and the respect of both theNeed for a real nightlife commission with real powers and the respect of both the

residents and the businesses where complaints will be heard and solutions craftedresidents and the businesses where complaints will be heard and solutions crafted
to address real issuesto address real issues

 Need for the real commission to review Need for the real commission to review new liquornew liquor license applications for license applications for
appropriateness in the areaappropriateness in the area

 In discussions with neighborhood groups most were supportive of nightlifeIn discussions with neighborhood groups most were supportive of nightlife
but had complaints about a single establishment in their area.  A realbut had complaints about a single establishment in their area.  A real
commission could, with the support and cooperation of the City, resolvecommission could, with the support and cooperation of the City, resolve
those issuesthose issues
 Likewise, with the increased coordination between City and State through theLikewise, with the increased coordination between City and State through the

Joint Assessment Team and current bill 2113 City can more easily obtainJoint Assessment Team and current bill 2113 City can more easily obtain
revocation of liquor licenserevocation of liquor license


